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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 040628 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-02 USIA-15 SP-02 PM-05 /047 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/J:E M FEATHERSTONE:EH 
APPROVED BY EA/J:N PLATT 
DOD/ISA:D LOHMANN (SUBS) 

034548 160405Z/61 

PR 160012ZFEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL NAHA PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
COMUSJ YOKOTA 
CINCPAC HONO 

UNCLAS STATE 040628 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: ERNIE PYLE MEMORIAL 

1 . DEPARTMENT OF ARMY HAS RECEIVED LETTER FROM A MARIE 
BELT, APPARENTLY AN AMERICAN CITIZEN AND RESIDENT OF HAWAII, 
EXPRESSING CONCERN ABOUT FATE OF ERNIE PYLE MEMORIAL ON 
IE-SHIMA. MS. BELT CLAIMS THAT DURING A RECENT VISIT SHE 
FOUND THE MEMORIAL COVERED WITH SCRIBBLED JAPANESE 
WRITING ("OBSCENE KANJI" ACCORDING TO BELT) WHICH SHE 
REMOVED. SHE ALSO SAID THAT SEVERAL US SERVICEMEN ON 
OKINAWA TOLD HER THAT AS LAND ON WHICH MEMORIAL STANDS IS 
UNDER DISPUTE OF SOME SORT, THERE IS POSSIBILITY THAT IT 

COULD REVERT TO A LANDOWNER WHO WOULD WANT MEMORIAL REMOVED. 
BELT CONTRASTED POOR CONDITION OF PYLE MEMORIAL WITH 
JAPANESE MEMORIALS IN TTPI AND ELSEWHERE AND PROPOSED TO 
MOVE THE MEMORIAL, OR AT LEAST ITS BRONZE PLAQUES, TO A 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 040628 

LOCATION IN US. 

2. DEPARTMENT RECALLS THAT FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AICHI 
MADE STATEMENT IN 1971 TO EFFECT THAT GOJ WOULD FACILITATE 
CARE FOR ERNIE PYLE MEMORIAL BY OKINAWA-AMERICAN LEGION 
POST AND THAT LATER MUNICIPALITY TOOK OVER THIS RESPONSI- 
BILITY. IN ANY CASE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING: (A) 
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CURRENT CONDITION OF MEMORIAL; (B) ARRANGEMENTS FOR CARE 

AND HOW SATISFACTORY THEY ARE; (C) WHETHER THERE IS ANY 
DANGER THAT LAND TRANSFER OF SOME SORT COULD AFFECT 
MEMORIAL. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 
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Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
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Disposition Event: 
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Drafter: E M FEATHERSTONE:EH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 
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Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780246/aaaabmvw.tel 

Line Count: 67 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 6f7147d5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3571071 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ERNIE PYLE MEMORIAL 
TAGS: MARR, JA, (BELT, MARIE) 

To: NAHA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6f71 47d5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



